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THE HoLy FAMILY DECEMBER 28TH 2025
Mary Mother of God | pr

December 31st Vigil
4:30pm English (St Patrick)
6:00pm Latin (St Francis Xavier)

January 1st
8:00 am English Mass (St Francis Xavier )
10:00am Latin Mass (St Francis Xavier) i

Why did Jesus choose to become a baby born of a mother and father and to spend all but His last years living in
an ordinary human family? In part, to reveal God’s plan to make all people live as one “holy family” in His Church (see 2
Corinthians 6:16—18).

In the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, God reveals our true home. We’re to live as His children, “chosen
ones, holy and beloved,” as the First Reading puts it.

The family advice we hear in today’s readings—for mothers, fathers, and children—is all solid and practical. Happy
homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the Lord, we sing in today’s Psalm. But the Liturgy is inviting us to see more, to see
how, through our family obligations and relationships, our families become heralds of the family of God that He wants to
create on earth.

Jesus shows us this in today’s Gospel. His obedience to His earthly parents flows directly from His obedience to
the will of His heavenly Father. Joseph and Mary aren’t identified by name, but three times are called “his parents” and are
referred to separately as his “mother” and “father.” The emphasis is all on their familial ties to Jesus. But these ties are
emphasized only so that Jesus, in the first words He speaks in Luke’s Gospel, can point us beyond that earthly relationship
to the Fatherhood of God.

In what Jesus calls “my Father’s house,” every family finds its true meaning and purpose (see Ephesians 3:15). The
Temple we read about in the Gospel today is God’s house, His dwelling (see Luke 19:46). But it’s also an image of the family
of God, the Church (see Ephesians 2:19-22; Hebrews 3:3-6; 10:21).

In our families we’re to build up this household, this family, this living temple of God—until He reveals His new
dwelling among us and says of every person: “I shall be his God and he will be my son” (see Revelation 21:3, 7).

Scott Hahn




WEEKEND SCHEULE

Saturday
3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday
7:30am — Holy Mass,

(St. Francis Xavier)
9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)
11:00am — Holy Mass,

(St. Francis Xavier)

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families!

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right,
Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in
rising up, Christ in the heart of every person who may think of
me, Christ in the mouth of every person who may speak of
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that

hears me!

- St Patrick’s Breastplate

Parish Staff:
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org

Phone
509 -487-6363

Jan Provinsal, DRE
Janetrose.p@gmail.com

509-230-1957

Office St. Francis Xavier 509-487-6363

office@sfxspokane.org

Parish Council:

George Baertlein, Chair ;

Members: Mike Dellwo, Bill Scheres,
Lola I’Esperance,

Louise Andrews, Ex Officio

Finance Council:
Mark Kelly, Chair;
Member: Julie Carpenter

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217
Please note: All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:
St. Patrick’s Parish P.O. Box 7155 Spokane WA, 99207-0155

www.stpatrickspokane.org

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at
509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org”

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am-12pm

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the

office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-487-6363




St. Catherine Laboure, Virgin December 31st

St. Catherine Laboure was born on May 2, 1806. At an early age she entered the community
of the Daughters of Charity, in Paris, France. Three times in 1830 the Virgin Mary appeared to St.
Catherine Laboure, who then was a 24-years-old novice.

On July 19th, the first apparition occurred in the community’s motherhouse. St. Catherine
beheld a Lady seated on the left side of the sanctuary. When St. Catherine approached her, the
heavenly visitor told her how to act in time of trial and pointed to the altar as the source of all
consolation. Promising to entrust St. Catherine with a mission that would cause her great suffering,
the Lady also predicted the anticlerical revolt that occurred at Paris in 1870.

On November 27, the Lady showed St. Catherine the medal of the Immaculate Conception,
now universally known as “The Miraculous Medal.” She commissioned St. Catherine to have one
made, and to spread devotion to this medal.

At that time, only the Saint’s spiritual director, Father Aladel, St. Catherine spoke fully of the
apparitions to one of her superiors. She died on December 31, 1876, and was canonized on July 27,

1947, by Pope Pius XII. & BTN
PRAYER: O Lord Jesus Christ, You were pleased to gladden 3
the holy Virgin Catherine by the wonderful apparition of your

Immaculate Mother. Grant that we may follow the example of the
same Saint in honoring Your most holy Mother with filial devotion
and obtain the joy of eternal life. Amen.

Catechism and Sacramental Preparation

We are pleased to announce that catechism and sacrament preparation classes are in the
mornings on Jan 24th, Feb 21st, March 28th, and April 18th. First Communion and Confirmation will
be celebrated in late April or early May.

To make this program successful, we need dedicated volunteers to serve as catechists and

assistants. No previous teaching experience is necessary—just a willing heart and

love for the faith. Training and materials will be provided.

If you feel called to help form our children in their Catholic faith, please
contact the parish office. Your gift of time can make an eternal difference in a
7y child's life.

More details about registration and class schedules will be announced
soon. Please keep this important ministry in your prayers.
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