
John questions Jesus from prison in today’s Gospel—for his disciples’ sake and for ours. 

 He knows that Jesus is doing “the works of the Messiah,” foretold in today’s First Reading and Psalm. But John 

wants his disciples—and us—to know that the Judge is at the gate, that in Jesus our God has come to save us. 

 The Liturgy of Advent takes us out into the desert to see and hear the marvelous works and words of God—the lame 

leaping like a stag, the dead raised, the good news preached to the poor . 

 The Liturgy does this to give us courage, to strengthen our feeble hands and make firm our weak knees. Our hearts 

can easily become frightened and weighed down by the hardships we face. We can lose patience in our sufferings as we 

await the coming of the Lord. 

 As James advises in today’s Epistle, we should take as our    

example the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 Jesus also points us to a prophet—holding up John as a model. 

John knew that life was more than food, the body more than clothing. 

He sought the kingdom of God first, confident that God would pro-

vide . John did not complain. He did not lose faith. Even in chains in his 

prison cell, he was still sending his disciples—and us—to our Savior. 

 We come to Him again now in the Eucharist. Already He has 

caused the desert to bloom, the burning sands to become springs of 

living water. He has opened our ears to hear the words of the sacred 

book, freed our tongue to fill the air with songs of thanksgiving  

 Once bowed down, captives to sin and death, we have been 

ransomed and returned to His Kingdom, crowned with everlasting joy. 

Raised up, we now stand before His altar to meet the One who is to 

come: “Here is your God.” 

Please join us as we decorate the 

Church for Christmas!  
 

We will be decorating right after mass on 

December 21st. As they say many hands 

makes work light. The more the merrier! 

So if you could spare a few minutes to 

help us bring down decorations from the 

loft and get the church ready for     

Christmas it would be most appreciated.  
 

Promise that Mike will have plenty of  

donuts left over after. God bless us all 

and happy Advent! 

                  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 14TH 2025 

Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th 

4:30pm English Mass (St Patrick's) 
 

Christmas Day Thursday 25th  

8:00 am English Mass  (Saint Francis Xavier ) 

10:00am Latin High Mass  (St Francis Xavier)  



WEEKEND SCHEULE 
 
 

Saturday  
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

  
 

Sunday  
7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 
 

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in 
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in 
rising up, Christ in the heart of  every person who may think of  

me, Christ in the mouth of  every person who may speak of  
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that 

hears me! 
- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor      509 -487-6363 
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org   
 
Jan Provinsal, DRE                            509-230-1957 
Janetrose.p@gmail.com   
 
 
Office St. Francis Xavier                   509-487-6363 
office@sfxspokane.org 
 
Parish Council:  
George Baertlein, Chair ; 
Members:  Mike Dellwo,  Bill Scheres,                            
Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 

 
Finance Council:  
Mark Kelly, Chair;   
Member: Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217  

Please note:  All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:   

St. Patrick’s Parish P.O. Box 7155 Spokane WA, 99207-0155 

www.stpatrickspokane.org 

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098   

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at  

509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org” 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9am-12pm 

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the  

office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-487-6363  

 



Blessed Urban V, Pope December 19th  

 Urban V is regarded as the best of the so-called Avignon Popes who ruled the Church for 

some one hundred and seventy years from Avignon in the 13th and 14th centuries. Born in Grisac, 

France, in 1310, William of Grimoard became a noted Benedictine canonist and served as papal    

legate to Milan and Naples before being elected Pope in 1362. 

 The most important event of his reign was his abortive attempt to return the papacy to 

Rome, which occurred in 1367. He restored the papal buildings and reconciled the Eastern Emperor 

John V Palaeologus to the Church. He also concluded an alliance with Emperor Charles IV, founded 

the Universities of Krakow and Vienna, and aided the universities of Avignon, Toulouse, Orange, and 

Orleans. 

 However, political conflicts obliged the Pope to return to Avignon in 1370. In June of that year 

he informed the Romans that he was leaving them for the good of the Church, and on September 5 

he sailed for France with a heavy heart. On December 19, he was dead, called by a contemporary  

“a light of the world and a way of truth; a lover of righteousness, fleeing 

from wickedness and fearing God.” His cult was approved in 1870 by 

Pope Pius IX. 

 

 PRAYER: Almighty and eternal God, You willed to set Blessed      

Urban over your entire people and to go before them in word and        

example. By his intercession keep the pastors of Your Church together 

with their flocks and guide that in the way of eternal salvation. Amen. 

Catechism and Sacramental Preparation 

 We are pleased to announce that catechism and sacrament    preparation classes are in the 

mornings on Jan 24th, Feb 21st, March 28th, and April 18th.   First Communion and Confirmation will 

be celebrated in late April or early May. 

 To make this program successful, we need dedicated volunteers to serve as catechists and      

assistants. No previous teaching experience is necessary—just a willing heart and 

love for the faith. Training and materials will be provided. 

 If you feel called to help form our children in their Catholic faith, please 

contact the parish office. Your gift of time can make an eternal difference in a 

child's life. 

 More details about registration and class schedules will be announced 

soon. Please keep this important ministry in your prayers. 
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