
Tale of Two Adams 

 In today’s Liturgy, the destiny of the human race is told as the tale of two “types” of men—the first man, 

Adam, and the new Adam, Jesus (see 1 Corinthians 15:21–22; 45–59). 

 Paul’s argument in the Epistle is built on a series of contrasts between “one” or “one person” and “the 

many” or “all.” By one person’s disobedience, sin and condemnation entered the world, and death came to reign 

over all. By the obedience of another one, grace abounded, all were justified, and life came to reign for all. 

 This is the drama that unfolds in today’s First Reading and Gospel. 

 Formed from the clay of the ground and filled with the breath of God’s own Spirit, Adam was a son of 

God (see Luke 3:38), created in His image (see Genesis 5:1–3). Crowned with glory, he was given dominion over 

the world and the protection of His angels (see Psalms 8:6–8; 91:11–13). He was made to worship God—to live 

not by bread alone but in obedience to every word that comes from the mouth of the Father. 

 Adam, however, put the Lord his God to the test. He gave in to the serpent’s temptation, trying to seize 

for himself all that God had already promised him. But in His hour of temptation, Jesus prevailed where Adam 

failed—and drove the devil away. 

 Still, we sin after the pattern of Adam’s transgression. Like Adam, we let sin in the door (see Genesis 4:7) 

when we entertain doubts about God’s promises, when we forget to call 

on Him in our hours of temptation. 

 But the grace won for us by Christ’s obedience means that sin is 

no longer our master. 

 As we begin this season of 

repentance, we can be confident 

in His compassion, that He will 

create in us a new heart (see     

Romans 5:5; Hebrews 8:10). As 

we do in today’s Psalm, we can 

sing joyfully of our salvation,      

renewed in His presence. 

 

-Scott Hahn 

  

                  FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT FEBRUARY 22ND 2026 



WEEKEND SCHEULE 
 
 

Saturday  
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

  
 

Sunday  
7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 
 

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in 
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in 
rising up, Christ in the heart of  every person who may think of  

me, Christ in the mouth of  every person who may speak of  
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that 

hears me! 
- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor      509 -487-6363 
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org   
 
Jan Provinsal, DRE                            509-230-1957 
Janetrose.p@gmail.com   
 
 
Office St. Francis Xavier                   509-487-6363 
office@sfxspokane.org 
 
Parish Council:  
George Baertlein, Chair ; 
Members:  Mike Dellwo,  Bill Scheres,                            
Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 

 
Finance Council:  
Mark Kelly, Chair;   
Member: Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217  

Please note:  All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:   

St. Patrick’s Parish P.O. Box 7155 Spokane WA, 99207-0155 

www.stpatrickspokane.org 

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098   

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at  

509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org” 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9am-12pm 

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the  

office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-487-6363  

 



 Calling All Families! 

St. Francis Xavier's Catechism and Sacramental Preparation classes have begun 

Class Dates & Time: 3/28, 4/18 at 9:00am-11:30am 

Classes will take place at St. Thomas More: 505 W St. Thomas More Way Spokane, WA 99208 

Classes are divided by "Pre", "Post", and "Prep" for sacraments. Ages are flexible depending on the 

needs of the student. 

Sacrament Date: Confirmation and First Communion- Monday April 13 at 

5:30pm at St. X.  All families welcome—bring the whole crew  

Hot breakfast included-- Several options and coffee 
 

Engaging, age-appropriate lessons taught by dedicated catechists 

Sacramental preparation for First Communion and Confirmation  

Saturday mornings—because weekends are for growing together. 

            Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio, Religious February 25th 

 Born in 1502 into a poor family of Galicia, Spain, Sebastian worked at a domestic servant and         

laborer. In 1531, he emigrated to Mexico, settling first in Varacruz and later in Puebla of the Angels. After 

transporting freight and then mail, he became rich by building roads. Yet, he continued to lead a simple life, 

sleeping on a mat and eating the poorest food while contributing generously to the needy. 

 In 1552, Sebastian retired to a place near Mexico City where he cultivated the ground and bred    

livestock. Later at over sixty years of age he wed twice—but each time he was quickly widowed. At the age 

of seventy, he felt the call to the religious life. Giving all his wealth to the Poor Clares, he joined the        

Franciscans in Mexico City. 

 Sebastian was sent to Tecali then to a community of more than a hundred friars in Puebla of the   

Angels, where he spent the last twenty-five years of his life. He became a begging brother. To obtain food 

for such a large community, he had to use large carts, drawn by oxen, and traveled 

donated by charitable people. 

 Sebastian worked day and night without complaining and in union with his 

Redeemer. as a result, the images of this venerable old man and his large cart have 

remained inseparably linked in the history and traditions of the City of Puebla of  

the Angels. He died in 1600, at the advanced age of ninety-eight and was beatified 

in 1787 by Pope Pius VI. 

 PRAYER: O God, You were pleased to give us Blessed Sebastian as a model 

and exemplar of Christian charity by sanctifying the activities of his daily life. 

Through his intercession, enable us to serve You ever with a pure heart in all         

the circumstances of our lives. Amen. 
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