
Anointed Ones 

 

 Jesus presents himself for baptism in today’s Gospel not because He is a sinner, but to fulfill the 

word of God proclaimed by His prophets. He must be baptized to reveal that He is the Christ (“anointed 

one”)—the Spirit-endowed Servant promised by Isaiah in today’s First Reading. 

 His baptism marks the start of a new world, a new creation. As Isaiah prophesied, the Spirit     de-

scends upon Jesus like a dove—as the Spirit hovered over the face of the deep in the beginning (see Genesis 

1:2). 

 As it was in the beginning, at the Jordan also the majestic voice of the Lord thunders above the wa-

ters. The Father opens the heavens and declares Jesus to be His “beloved son.” 

 God had long prepared the Israelites for His coming, as Peter preaches in today’s Second       Read-

ing. Jesus was anticipated in the “beloved son” given to Abraham (see Genesis 22:2, 12, 26), and   in the 

calling of Israel as His “first-born son” (see Exodus 4:22–23). Jesus is the divine son begotten by God, the 

everlasting heir promised to King David (see Psalm 2:7; 2 Samuel 7:14). 

 He is “a covenant of the people [Israel]” and “a light to the nations,” Isaiah says. By the new  cove-

nant made in His blood (see 1 Corinthians 11:25), God has gathered the lost sheep of Israel        together 

with whoever fears Him in every nation. 

 Christ has become the source from which God pours out His Spirit on Israelites and Gentiles alike 

(see Acts 10:45). In Baptism, all are anointed with that same Spirit, made beloved sons and daughters of 

God. Indeed, we are Christians—literally “anointed ones.” 

 We are the “sons of God” in today’s Psalm—called to give glory to His name in His temple. Let us 

pray that we remain faithful to our calling as His     children, that our Father might call us what he calls His 

Son—“my beloved . . . in whom I am well pleased.” 

-Dr. Scott Hahn 

  

                 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  JANUARY 11TH 2026 

Please consider joining us to        

removing the Christmas               

decorations on Sunday the 18th 

after Mass. 



WEEKEND SCHEULE 
 
 

Saturday  
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

  
 

Sunday  
7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 
 

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in 
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in 
rising up, Christ in the heart of  every person who may think of  

me, Christ in the mouth of  every person who may speak of  
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that 

hears me! 
- St Patrick’s Breastplate 

Parish Staff:        Phone 
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor      509 -487-6363 
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org   
 
Jan Provinsal, DRE                            509-230-1957 
Janetrose.p@gmail.com   
 
 
Office St. Francis Xavier                   509-487-6363 
office@sfxspokane.org 
 
Parish Council:  
George Baertlein, Chair ; 
Members:  Mike Dellwo,  Bill Scheres,                            
Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 

 
Finance Council:  
Mark Kelly, Chair;   
Member: Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217  

Please note:  All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:   

St. Patrick’s Parish P.O. Box 7155 Spokane WA, 99207-0155 

www.stpatrickspokane.org 

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098   

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at  

509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org” 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9am-12pm 

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the  

office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-487-6363  

 



          St. Benedict Biscop (Bennet), Abbot  January 12th   

 St. Benedict, or Bennet as he is commonly called, was of noble birth and as officer of the court of 

Oswi, the religious king of Northumberland, England, in the 7th century. At the age of twenty-five he 

left the world, made a journey of devotion to Rome, and in his return applied 

himself to the study of Scripture and the practice of pious exercises. After 

spending two years at the renowned monastery of Lerins and receiving the 

habit there, he accompanied St. Theodore, Archibishop of Canterbury, and St. 

Adrian to England at the request of Pope Vitalian. 

 Benedict returned to Rome a few more times to study the various     

religious disciplines and collect books and pictures of the Saints. After serving 

under Theodore and Adrian, he was given a grant by the King of               

Northumberland and built the famous monastery of Weremouth, bringing 

over from France stonemasons and glaziers to construct it according to the 

Roman models he had seen. He also built another monastery six miles away 

at  Jarrow, and ruled both since they were regarded as one. 

 In his zeal to make his monastery as close to the Roman models as 

possible, Benedict prevailed upon Pope Agatho to let him take back to      

England the precentor of St. Peter’s in Rome to teach the monks Gregorian 

Chant. After suffering from severe illness for three years, this holy and      

zealous worker of God died in January, 690. 

 PRAYER: Lord, amid the things of this world, let us be wholeheartedly 

committed to heavenly things in imitation of the example of evangelical    

perfection You have given us in St. Benedict the Abbot. Amen. 

  

Catechism and Sacramental Preparation 

 We are pleased to announce that catechism and sacrament    preparation classes are in the 

mornings on Jan 24th, Feb 21st, March 28th, and April 18th.   First Communion and Confirmation will 

be celebrated in late April or early May. 

 To make this program successful, we need dedicated volunteers to serve as catechists and      

assistants. No previous teaching experience is necessary—just a willing heart and 

love for the faith. Training and materials will be provided. 

 If you feel called to help form our children in their Catholic faith, please 

contact the parish office. Your gift of time can make an eternal difference in a 

child's life. 

 More details about registration and class schedules will be announced 

soon. Please keep this important ministry in your prayers. 

Register for 

Confirmation 

using this QR 
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