
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

       January 4th, 2025 

EPIPHANY ~ THE HOLY FAMILY 

 The special devotion which sets forth the Holy Family of  Jesus, Mary     
and Joseph as the model of  virtue for all Christian households began in the    
seventeenth century. It commenced almost simultaneously in Canada and France: 
the Association of  the Holy Family being founded in Montreal in 1663, and the 
Daughters of  the Holy Family in Paris in 1674.  

 Numerous other congregations and associations under the Patronage of  the 
Holy Family have been established since that time, and they are spread over the 
world. The archconfraternity was  established  
by Bl. Pius IX in 1847. In 1893, Leo XIII       
approved a Feast for  Canada, and Pope        
Benedict XV extended the Feast of  the Holy 
Family to the whole Church and ordered its   
celebration to take place on the Sunday after    
the Epiphany.  

 

 

 

 

 
Commentary by Fr. Sylvester Juergens S.M. (1894-1969)  



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware     
of others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jim Moore, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, 

Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center                   
and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

“A King to Behold” : Reflection on the Feast of   Epiphany 
 An “epiphany” is an appearance. In today’s readings, with their rising stars, splendorous lights, and 
mysteries revealed, the face of  the child born on Christmas day appears. 

 Herod, in today’s Gospel, asks the chief  priests and scribes where the Messiah is to be born. The 
answer Matthew puts on their lips says much more, combining two strands of  Old Testament promise—
one revealing the Messiah to be from the line of  David (see 2 Samuel 2:5), the other predicting “a ruler 
of  Israel” who will “shepherd his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to the ends of  the 
earth” (see Micah 5:1–3). 

 Those promises of  Israel’s king ruling the nations resound also in today’s Psalm. The psalm      
celebrates David’s son, Solomon. His kingdom, we sing, will stretch “to the ends of  the earth,” and the 
world’s kings will pay him homage. That’s the scene too in today’s First Reading, as nations stream from 
the East, bearing “gold and frankincense” for Israel’s king. 

 The Magi’s pilgrimage in today’s Gospel marks the fulfillment of  God’s promises. The Magi, 
probably Persian astrologers, are following the star that Balaam predicted would rise along with the    
ruler’s staff  over the house of  Jacob (see Numbers 24:17). 

 Laden with gold and spices, their journey evokes those made to Solomon by the Queen of  Sheba 
and the “kings of  the earth” (see 1 Kings 10:2, 25; 2 Chronicles 9:24). Interestingly, the only other places 
where frankincense and myrrh are mentioned         
together are in songs about Solomon (see Song of  
Songs 3:6; 4:6, 14). 

 One greater than Solomon is here (see Luke 
11:31). He has come to reveal that all peoples are 
“coheirs” of  the royal family of  Israel, as today’s 
Epistle teaches. 

 His manifestation forces us to choose: will we 
follow the signs that lead to Him as the wise Magi 
did? Or will we be like those priests and scribes who 
let God’s words of  promise become dead letters on 
an ancient page? 

Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 
Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  

Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 
Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   
Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 
your intention, please email the office or leave 
your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  
sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 
7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)   THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5TH 

5:30pm Mass  Elizabeth Prekker 

 TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH 

8:00am Mass Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7TH  

4:30pm Confessions 

5:30pm Mass Kathy Carlson (Healing) 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8TH 

8:00am Mass Wife and Son of  John Morrison 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH 

3:00pm Confessions  

4:00pm  Mass Pro Populo 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 11TH 

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



Thank you  
 

We would like to Thank everyone who 
participated in the giving tree this year.   

Because of  your generosity we         
fulfilled all of  the gifts., and have 

dropped them off  at the boys and girls 
club.   They were overjoyed at the sight 
of  all the beautifully wrapped presents!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      
Just Scan the QR 

Code 

Seven Sisters      
Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers 
who would be interested in participat-
ing in the “Seven Sisters  Apostolate.” 
This Apostolate seeks to strengthen 
the Church by ensuring that a Holy 

Hour is prayed every day for the      
intention of  the parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and 
involves a commitment ofpraying in 

the church one day a week. If  you are 
interested, please contact Patty Parra 

at (509) 362-8646 

 

Women of  St Francis Xavier 
In an effort to cultivate more community at St Francis 

Xavier, the women of  the parish have formed the 
group: the “Women of  St X”. 

 
All women - retired, widowed, single and married - are 

invited to join. 
Activities and volunteer possibilities include: 

 
◦ Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the warm months 

◦ Organizing parish picnics + potlucks 
◦ Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for children and adults 

◦ Formation of Bible studies + small groups 
◦ Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly 

◦ Other misc. needs of the parish 

 
If  you are interested in taking an active role in creating 

a vibrant parish  community, please 
email women.of.st.x@gmail.com. 



    St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest January 2nd 

 Born of a noble family in 1175, at the castle of Penafort in Catalonia, St. Raymond was allied 
to the King of Aragon. At the age of twenty he taught philosophy at Barcelona. Requiring no           
remuneration for his services, he endeavored to form the heart as well as the intellect of his         
students. At the age of thirty he went to Bologna to perfect himself in the study of Canon and Civil 
Law, and received the degree of Doctor. On his return to Barcelona in 1219, the Bishop made him 
canon, archdeacon, and vicar-general. A few years later, in 1222, he entered the Order of St.        
Dominic, eight months after the death of its holy founder. 
 The Saint labored zealously for the conversion of the Moors and the 
Jews, and in the composition of a treatise for the instruction of confessors. 
Pope Gregory IX summoned him to Rome, appointing him auditor at the     
apostolic palace, penitentiary, and confessor to himself. During this period he 
composed his work of Canon Law known as the “Five Decretals. “ 
 On his return to his own country St. Raymond was elected general of 
the Dominican Order to succeed Blessed Jordan of Saxony, who had been    
the immediate successor of St. Dominic. After arranging and explaining the 
constitutions of the Order he resigned the office, and began again to apply 
himself to the exercises of an apostolic life. He died in 1275, at one hundred 
years of age and was canonized in 1608 by Pope Clement VIII. 
 PRAYER: God, You endowed Your Priest, St. Raymond, with the gift of 
showing mercy to sinners and prisoners. Help us by his intercession to be 
freed from slavery to sin and with clear consciences to practice those things 
that are pleasing to You. Amen. 

Catechism and Sacramental Preparation 

We are pleased to announce that catechism and sacrament  preparation  classes  are in the mornings 
on Jan 24th, Feb 21st, March 28th, and April 18th.   First Communion and Confirmation will be          
celebrated in late April or early May. 

 To make this program successful, we need dedicated volunteers  to serve as catechists and      
assistants. No previous teaching experience is  necessary—just a willing heart and 
love for the faith. Training and materials will be provided. 

 If you feel called to help form our children in their Catholic faith, please 
contact the parish office. Your gift of time can make an eternal difference in a 
child's life. 

 More details about registration and class schedules will be announced 
soon. Please keep this important ministry in your prayers. 



https://www.facebook.com/angiej509
https://www.the509garage.com/
https://www.hrcspokane.com/
https://www.havemikefixit.com/
https://bruceappel.com/
https://www.myspokanehandyman.com/
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.holycrossofspokane.org/
https://www.callacornelectric.com/
https://www.spokanecatholic.com/
https://floener.com/
https://www.spokanepainterpros.com/
https://divisiononeplumbing.com/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=GBP
https://www.facebook.com/angiej509
https://www.facebook.com/angiej509
https://spokanecatholic.com/businesses#business-form

